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Miracles
The Parsha speaks about the death of Aharon’s 

two righteous sons who offered an alien fire to Hash-
em. Studying just the simple meaning of the verse can 
leave one with the mistaken impression that the goal 
of these two tzadikim was to sin and they were there-
fore punished with death.

This is incorrect because tzadikim, due to their 
great holiness and closeness to Hashem, rise up to 
most elevated levels, to the extent that they reside in 
a higher world than the lowly world in which we live. 
Nadav and Avihu, the sons of Aharon HaKohen, also 
rose to this high level, but out of their great longing 
to continue climbing even higher, they achieved the 
extremely high level that exists only in the World of 
Truth. It is a World in which only the soul can rise ever 
higher, while the body can no longer exist. That is why 
their souls left their bodies and they died.

When a tzadik rises up to a higher world, he is able 
to perform miracles similar to those which will take 
place with Mashiach’s arrival, at which time it will be 
possible to achieve things without any effort. Similarly, 
tzadikim can gain fulfillment of their requests with-
out toil or trouble; it is enough for them to open their 
mouths in supplication and prayer before the Creator 
of the World and they merit Hashem’s salvation. He 
fulfills their entreaty even in matters that surpass the 
natural order of the world.

My close acquaintances often ask me how I have 
the courage to promise people a cure or salvation in 
the merit of my holy ancestors zya”a, when the chance 
of recovery or salvation is actually zero. I offer the 
same reply to them all: The Mechilta (Shemot 14:31) 
asks on the verse “and they had faith in Hashem and in 
Moshe, His servant”: “If they believed in Moshe, all the 
more so did they believe in Hashem? This teaches us 
that if one believes in the faithful shepherd, it is con-
sidered as if he believes in the One who said and the 
world came into being.”

When I offer my blessing in the merit of my holy 
ancestors zya”a, and the one being blessed believes 

in their great merit, this strengthens their faith in the 
Creator of the world. This firm faith in Hashem is what 
brings their salvation, not my blessing. The stronger 
their faith in Hashem, the quicker Hashem hastens to 
fulfil their requests, even if according to nature salva-
tion seems impossible.

Every year we arrange a hilula ceremony in mem-
ory of the tzadik and miracle worker, Rabbeinu Chaim 
Pinto HaGadol zya”a, which takes place in Morocco. 
One year, thousands of people from all over the world 
participated. Mr. Ifergan n”y, a dear Jew from Canada, 
was among the many participants. He came to pros-
trate himself over the grave of the tzadik zya”a, tear-
fully praying and beseeching Hashem that He should 
send a speedy recovery to his father who was critically 
ill due to a growth in his head r”l.

When the crowd became aware of his plight, they 
joined his prayers from the depths of their hearts and 
begged Hashem to send him a cure. Mr. Ifergan felt im-
bued with strong, complete faith in the Rock of all eter-
nities because he was aware of the great power of the 
tzadik, both during his lifetime and also after his death, 
when he wrought miracles for those who prayed in his 
merit at his holy gravesite.

When he returned to Canada, he felt totally con-
fident in Hashem’s kindness, that He will hasten to 
save his father. Since he was so sure that salvation 
was imminent, he approached his father’s sickbed and 
exclaimed with great excitement, “Dear father, you 
should know that the entire holy crowd present at the 
hilula of the tzadik, Rabbi Chaim Pinto zya”a, begged 
for mercy on your behalf. This merit will certainly stand 
for you for salvation and healing, with G-d’s help, and 
you will quickly regain your previous strength.”

Indeed, Hashem’s salvation was not long in com-
ing. Several days later, test results showed no trace of 
his illness. The doctors were astounded and could not 
explain this tremendous miracle. But those who be-
lieve in the power of tzadikim to work miracles, had no 
doubt that this would be the result.
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