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Friday, Erev Shabbat Parshat Behar-Bechukotai, Day 40 of Omer

Torah Study is a Goal
Parshat Bechukotai begins with many promises that man will be blessed with if he follows G-d’s decrees 

and observes His commandments – promises of material abundance without any effort. But many ask in sur-
prise, doesn’t reality show the opposite? The Bnei Torah who toil in Torah are not blessed with an abundance 
of materialism. They subside on little and do not possess the pleasures enjoyed by the rich. If so, where is 
the fulfillment of this promise?

The answer is simple. People wish for material wealth so that their lives should be tranquil and calm, 
full of worldly pleasures. For some, this translates into owning a luxury car, while for others a car is simply a 
vehicle to be able to get from place to place and their idea of pleasure is fine food and restaurants. It follows 
that each person has his own worldly pleasures and only someone who is able to fulfil his specific personal 
desires will experience happiness.

But if someone does not delight in worldly pleasures at all, and only spiritual satisfaction brings him plea-
sure, he will prefer to exert his intelligence in studying deep Torah ideas that sharpen his mind. He requires 
material pleasures only to the extent of providing minimally for his bodily needs.

Many times Bnei Torah who devote themselves wholeheartedly to Torah come to ask me for a blessing in 
the merit of my holy ancestors zy”a. And what do they ask for? Not for wealth or a life of affluence, but that 
I bless them with success in Torah, that they merit a true understanding of the Torah. When I ask them why 
they do not also ask for sufficient livelihood, they reply that whatever they have is enough. Their lives are 
replete with great satisfaction, and materially they are satisfied with little. But when it comes to spirituality, 
they feel that this is where they thirst for more.

It follows then that those Bnei Torah who live a life of being satisfied with little, fill themselves with spir-
ituality which is what brings them happiness and joy in life. They do not require the pleasures of the rich for 
they are happy with their lot. On the contrary, I am familiar with very affluent individuals who despite their 
enormous wealth, live in constant fear that maybe the stock-exchange will collapse, the deal they are about 
to sign will fall through, and other similar worries. As Chazal have told us, (Avot 2:7), “The more possessions, 
the more worries”.

Studying Torah is not just a means of acquiring important knowledge, but is a goal in and of itself, just 
as the Holy Zohar writes that Torah is an inseparable part of Am Yisrael and Hashem. Therefore, Torah study 
must be a means of forming a close connection with Hashem, not just a way of amassing knowledge. This 
is the reason why Torah study must be accompanied by great toil, in holiness and purity. It is not something 
separate to the person, rather it becomes an integral part of him. 

Our Torah leaders zy”a throughout the generations were a tangible demonstration of this idea, for even 
when they were forced to neglect their Torah study in search of support for their Yeshiva, they studied Torah 
with self-sacrifice whenever they had a free moment. Even during the late hours of the night when most 
people were sleeping peacefully, they immersed themselves in Torah study because this was the joy of their 
lives.

Shabbat Shalom,
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